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It has been nearly two years since the world was plunged into crisis by the Covid-19
pandemic. With the emergence of new variants and prolonged restrictions in our daily
lives, this has also been a time when we have become keenly aware of the great importance

of the “everyday encounters” we previously took for granted.

It has always been my hope that the International Music Festival NIPPON, as a setting
for “encounters” through music, will be a space for the creation of emotion and
inspiration. I am looking forward to spending time together in the irreplaceable
performance space and sharing special, genuine experiences with everyone who comes to

hear the performances, as well as the young people who are the future of music.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to those who have come to hear the
performances, to the corporations who have provided continued support, and to everyone
who has helped make the festival possible.

Akiko Suwanai
Artistic Director
International Music Festival NIPPON 2022
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Akiko Plays CLASSIC & MODERN with Friends

Akiko Plays CLASSIC with Friends
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March 9 Wed. 19:00 Tokyo Kioi Hall
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W. A. Mozart: Duo for Violin and Viola in G major, K.423
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1st Mov.: Allegro
2nd Mov.: Adagio
3rd Mov.: Rondeau. Allegro
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Fanny Mendelssohn-Hensel: String Quartet in E-flat major
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1st Mov.: Adagio ma non troppo
2nd Mov.: Allegretto

3rd Mov.: Romanze

4th Mov.: Allegro molto vivace
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Clara Schumann: 3 Romances, Op.22
AL Pt S
#2f: LI Ly
F3 IE R ITES

1. Andante molto
2. Allegretto
3. Leidenschaftlich Schnell
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C. Franck: Piano Quintet in F minor
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Violin: Akiko Suwanai, Mark Gothoni
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Viola: Yasuhiro Suzuki
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Cello: Rei Tsujimoto
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Piano: Tomoki Sakata

1st Mov.: Molto moderato quasi lento
2nd Mov.: Lento, con molto sentimento
3rd Mov.: Allegro non troppo ma con fuoco
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Akiko plays MODERN with Friends
311 19:00 ¥ixt FRIHEA—V

March 11 Fri. 19:00 Tokyo Kioi Hall
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Misato Mochizuki: Phylogénie
Commissioned Work by International Music Festival NIPPON (Worldpremiere) <2022>
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Terry Riley: G Song <1980>
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Gyorgy Kurtag: Hommage a Andras Mihaly - 12 Microludes for String Quartet, Op.13 <1978>
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Mark-Anthony Turnage: Slide Stride for Piano and String Quartet <2002> (Th—= W, 8R4 B

IS5SF NI« F 7 REZNE 2T <1965> GUahn,/ Tb—= /8K /iAW)
Grazyna Bacewicz: Piano Quintet No.2 <1965>

1st Mov.: Moderato

2nd Mov.: Larghetto

3rd Mov.: Allegro giocoso
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Violin: Akiko Suwanai, Mark Gothoni
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Viola: Yasuhiro Suzuki
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Cello: Rei Tsujimoto
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Piano: Tomoki Sakata
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<Akiko Plays CLASSIC with Friends >
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<Akiko Plays MODERN with Friends >
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W Akiko Suwanai
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Akiko Suwanai (violin/Artistic Director of International Music Festival NIPPON 2022)

Akiko Suwanai was the youngest ever winner of the International Tchaikovsky Competition in 1990. She has
performed with the world’s foremost orchestras, including the Boston Symphony, Philadelphia Orchestra, Orchestre
de Paris, Berlin Philharmonic, and NHK Symphony Orchestra, under the batons of Ozawa, Maazel, Dutoit, and
Sawallisch, just to name a few. She has appeared in numerous international music festivals including the BBC
Proms, Schleswig-Holstein, Lucerne and others. Suwanai was a jury member of the violin divisions of the Queen
Elisabeth International Music Competition of Belgium in 2012 and 2015, the Concours International
Long-Thibaud-Crespin in 2018, and the International Tchaikovsky Competition in 2019. Since 2012, Akiko Suwanai
has been Artistic Director of the International Music Festival NIPPON, which she plans and produces. She has
released 15 CDs on the Decca label.

Akiko Suwanai studied at Toho Gakuen Music High School and completed the Soloists’ Diploma Course of Toho
Gakuen College of Music. After studying at the Juilliard School and Columbia University on the Artist Overseas
Training program sponsored by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, she received a master’s degree in Music from the
Juilliard School. She also studied at the Universitat der Kiinste Berlin, and in 2021 completed the doctor of arts
program and received the Konzertexamen degree, Germany'’s qualification for outstanding musicians.

Akiko Suwanai performs on the “Charles Reade” Guarneri del Gesu violin c1732, on long-term loan from Dr. Ryuji
Ueno, who has Japanese roots and lives in the United States.
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Mark Gothoni (violin)

Finnish violinist Mark Gothoni studied with Ana Chumachenco, Shmuel Ashkenasi and
Sandor Vegh. As prize-winner of several international competitions he is performing as
chamber musician and soloist, while holding a post as professor at University of Arts in
Berlin and teaching also at master classes around the globe. He served as concertmaster
of the Zurich and Munich Chamber Orchestras and he performed frequently also as musical
director of the European Union Chamber Orchestra. As first violinist of the Orpheus Quartet
and member of the Mozart Piano Quartet he has a wide discography of which several have
won international prizes.

Yasuhiro
Suzuki
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Yasuhiro Suzuki (viola)

Yasuhiro Suzuki is a principal solo violist with the Yomiuri Nippon Symphony Orchestra. He
began studying the violin at the age of five, and graduated from Toho Gakuen College of
Music after studying at Toho Gakuen Music High School. After graduation, he changed
instruments from the violin to the viola. Suzuki has won many prizes, including 1st Prize in
the high school division of the Tokyo round of the 47th Student Music Concours of Japan.
Suzuki trained at the Karajan Academy in Germany starting in 2001, and became an
associate member of the Berlin Philharmonic. His wide-ranging activities also include
appearances at the Saito Kinen Festival and the Miyazaki International Music Festival.
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Rei Tsujimoto (celio)

Rei Tsujimoto, principal cellist of the NHK Symphony Orchestra, is a premier prix graduate
of Tokyo University of the Arts. He continued his studies at the Sibelius Academy in Finland
and Hochschule der Kinste Bern in Switzerland. He was awarded second place as well as
the Audience Award at the 72nd Music Competition of Japan. In 2007. In 2009, he was
granted third place at The Gaspar Cassado International Violoncello Competition.

©HIDEKI NAMAI

Tomoki
Sakata
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Tomoki Sakata (piano)

Tomoki Sakata was awarded 4th Prize at The Queen Elisabeth Competition 2021. In the
2016 International Franz Liszt Piano Competition in Budapest, he won 1st Prize and six
special prize, becoming the first Asian winner in the competition’s history.

In 2013, Sakata was the youngest finalist at the Van Cliburn International Piano
Competition. He won the Grand Prix, Audience Prize and five other special prizes at the
35th PTNA Piano Competition; the Mozart Special Prize at the Cleveland International
Piano Competition; and 1st Prize in the 2019 Kissinger KlavierOlymp.

Based in Hannover and Yokohama, Tomoki Sakata received the city of Yokohama’s
Cultural Award and Art Encouragement Prize in 2017.
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Akiko Suwanai Violin Recital J.S.Bach Sonatas and Partitas for Solo Violin, BWV1001-1006
[#&E] 2B11H(£ %) 14:00 ZHE =HERBELOODEHE—I
February 11 Fri. 14:00 Nagoya MS&AD SHIRAKAWA HALL
2A13H(A) 14:00 &H®E =HERBELODDF—I
February 13 Sun. 14:00 Nagoya MS&AD SHIRAKAWA HALL
[R®]  2B16H(K) 19:00 RFE REARII T4 av¥—tF—
February 16 Wed. 19:00 Tokyo Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall
2A18H(&) 19:00 RFE REARF T« av¥—bK—
February 18 Fri. 19:00 Tokyo Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

BESRBEE/NHKZEEE #MBARF (T7149>)
Conductor: Tadaaki Otaka NHK Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo Akiko Suwanai(Violin)
2A21H(B) 19:00 RE RERARIY T« AVHY—tFKE—IL

February 21 Mon. 19:00 Tokyo Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

BAEYRY—IFA(I7A4A Y EBF) Open Master Classes (Violin)

3A3H(K)-4A(£) #E 74U7FH— (BEHTSEREX{LE>F—)
March 3 Thu. / 4 Fri. Yokohama FILIA HALL
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Concert in Rikuzentakata Supporting Recovery Efforts after the Great East Japan Earthquake

3B6H(H) 14:00 EEFimE EiimBATRXCSE (FHo—FMmE—/)
March 6 Sun. 14:00 Rikuzentakata Rikuzentakata City Cultural Hall (Kisekinoipponmatsu Hall)

R EFT ERETOVzIF Akiko Plays CLASSIC & MODERN with Friends
Akiko Suwanai Chamber Music Projects

Akiko plays CLASSIC with Friends

3A9H(K) 19:00 ER EHF—I

March 9 Wed. 19:00 Tokyo Kioi Hall

Akiko plays MODERN with Friends

3A11H(£) 19:00 RFE RLEHF—V
March 11 Fri. 19:00 Tokyo Kioi Hall

B=2—Y7A-a>H%—F Museum Concert
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March 12 Sat. 19:00 Nagoya Toyota Commemorative Museum of Industry and Technology Entrance Lobby

W75—LR ERETSY AP —F Brahms Chamber Music Marathon Concert
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March 13 Sun. Tokyo Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall
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