PRI N IPPON 2022  ssimen: M sa 7

‘ BRI by T I AVFADER DED%L:
[ RS

BEETBLIHEER RELASD: KR
SENIPPONIL 4 T A HBLC S 2RO MR E S0 2 LT TELZAI->TEVDE T,

BESNRF I7AFV YA JSNyNEHEYFI&ANT—F LHEES
Akiko Suwanai Violin Recital J.S.Bach Sonatas and Partitas for Solo Violin, BWV1001-1006
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February 13 Sun. 14:00 Nagoya MS&AD SHIRAKAWA HALL
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February 16 Wed. 19:00 Tokyo Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall
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February 18 Fri. 19:00 Tokyo Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall
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Conductor: Tadaaki Otaka NHK Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo Akiko Suwanai(Violin)
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February 21 Mon. 19:00 Tokyo Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

BAE~YARY—I SR (T7AFYEBFT) Open Master Classes (Violin)
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March 3 Thu. / 4 Fri. Yokohama FILIA HALL
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Concert in Rikuzentakata Supporting Recovery Efforts after the Great East Japan Earthquake
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March 6 Sun. 14:00 Rikuzentakata Rikuzentakata City Cultural Hall (Kisekinoipponmatsu Hall)

W AET EAETOIcI Akiko Plays CLASSIC & MODERN with Friends
Akiko Suwanai Chamber Music Projects

Akiko plays CLASSIC with Friends
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March 9 Wed. 19:00 Tokyo Kioi Hall

Akiko plays MODERN with Friends
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March 11 Fri. 19:00 Tokyo Kioi Hall
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March 12 Sat. 19:00 Nagoya Toyota Commemorative Museum of Industry and Technology Entrance Lobby
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March 13 Sun. Tokyo Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall
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It has been nearly two years since the world was plunged into crisis by the Covid-19
pandemic. With the emergence of new variants and prolonged restrictions in our daily
lives, this has also been a time when we have become keenly aware of the great importance

of the “everyday encounters” we previously took for granted.

It has always been my hope that the International Music Festival NIPPON, as a setting
for “encounters” through music, will be a space for the creation of emotion and
inspiration. I am looking forward to spending time together in the irreplaceable
performance space and sharing special, genuine experiences with everyone who comes to

hear the performances, as well as the young people who are the future of music.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to those who have come to hear the
performances, to the corporations who have provided continued support, and to everyone
who has helped make the festival possible.

Akiko Suwanai

Artistic Director
International Music Festival NIPPON 2022
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Brahms Chamber Music Marathon Concert
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March 13 Sun.  Tokyo Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall
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v/ ZEHZMBIF vl Op.8 (+—= k. %it)

Piano Trio No.1 in B major, Op.8

v ZHBMB2HE NER 0p.87 Ger)

Piano Trio No.2 in C major, Op.87

v ZHEBMBIF NEHR Op.101 Gk L5 /Bi)

Piano Trio No.3 in C minor, Op.101

Fvy ZEZEM AR Op.40 (A8 v %)

Trio for Violin, Horn and Piano in E-flat major, Op.40

[#25B] 13:3058:%
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String Sextet No.1 in B-flat major, Op.18

BREEAEHRZMEB 2R MEP 0p.36 (h—=/mitv,/ sk /M L5 /it#)

String Sextet No.2 in G major, Op.36

7/ MEZMB1IFE MEH Op.25 Garyt #x)

Piano Quartet No.1 in G minor, Op.25

7/ MERMB2FE AR 0p.26 (+—=/HE/ HAk /Fk)

Piano Quartet No.2 in A major, Op.26

©7/MEZHMBIHE NEH Op.60 Oks sk, st/ Bim)

Piano Quartet No.3 in C minor, Op.60
v REZM ~H Op.34 Cks/mE, %)

Piano Quintet in F minor, Op.34
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String Quintet No.1 in F major, Op.88
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String Quintet No.2 in G major, Op.111

2779 Ay b=EZ M AKH Op.114 @7k Bim)

Trio for Piano, Clarinet and Cello in A minor, Op.114

2779 2y VAEZM ok Op.115 @r Mmiw/ or—= /8% /it#)

Clarinet Quintet in B minor, Op.115
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Kyoko Yonemoto, Violin Michiaki Ueno, Cello
INRERR (77 12)>) B FEL 1A (€77)
Miki Kobayashi, Violin Tomoki Sakata, Piano
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Yasuhiro Suzuki, Viola Yoko Kikuchi, Piano
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Ayako Tahara, Viola Ryoma Takagi, Piano
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Taira Kaneko, Clarinet
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Takeshi Hidaka, Horn
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L Akiko Suwanai
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Akiko Suwanai (violinArtistic Director of International Music Festival NIPPON 2022)

Akiko Suwanai was the youngest ever winner of the International Tchaikovsky Competition in 1990. She has
performed with the world’s foremost orchestras, including the Boston Symphony, Philadelphia Orchestra, Orchestre
de Paris, Berlin Philharmonic, and NHK Symphony Orchestra, under the batons of Ozawa, Maazel, Dutoit, and
Sawallisch, just to name a few. She has appeared in numerous international music festivals including the BBC
Proms, Schleswig-Holstein, Lucerne and others. Suwanai was a jury member of the violin divisions of the Queen
Elisabeth International Music Competition of Belgium in 2012 and 2015, the Concours International
Long-Thibaud-Crespin in 2018, and the International Tchaikovsky Competition in 2019. Since 2012, Akiko Suwanai
has been Artistic Director of the International Music Festival NIPPON, which she plans and produces. She has
released 15 CDs on the Decca label.

Akiko Suwanai studied at Toho Gakuen Music High School and completed the Soloists’ Diploma Course of Toho
Gakuen College of Music. After studying at the Juilliard School and Columbia University on the Artist Overseas
Training program sponsored by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, she received a master’s degree in Music from the
Juilliard School. She also studied at the Universitat der Kiinste Berlin, and in 2021 completed the doctor of arts
program and received the Konzertexamen degree, Germany’s qualification for outstanding musicians.

Akiko Suwanai performs on the “Charles Reade” Guarneri del Gesu violin c1732, on long-term loan from Dr. Ryuji
Ueno, who has Japanese roots and lives in the United States.
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Mark Gothoni (violin)

Finnish violinist Mark Gothoni studied with Ana Chumachenco, Shmuel Ashkenasi and Sandor
Vegh. As prize-winner of several international competitions he is performing as chamber musician
and soloist, while holding a post as professor at University of Arts in Berlin and teaching also at
master classes around the globe. He served as concertmaster of the Zurich and Munich Chamber
Orchestras and he performed frequently also as musical director of the European Union Chamber
Orchestra. As first violinist of the Orpheus Quartet and member of the Mozart Piano Quartet he has
a wide discography of which several have won international prizes.
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Kyoko Yonemoto (violin)

At the age of 13, Kyoko Yonemoto became the youngest-ever prizewinner at the 1997 Paganini
Competition in ltaly. She later received numerous prizes including first prize in the Paganini
Moscow International Competition. In addition to appearing with major orchestras inside and
outside Japan, Yonemoto has earned high praise as a chamber musician. She is currently a
professor at the Maastricht Conservatorium in the Netherlands. Her CD Ysaye: Complete Sonatas
for Violin received the Excellence Award a recipient of the Agency for Cultural Affairs. Kyoko
Yonemoto plays a 1727 Stradivarius violin, on loan from the Suntory Foundation for Arts.
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Miki Kobayashi (violin)

In 2006, she was awarded with "Special Jury Prize" from Gidon Kremer at the 6th Leopold Mozart
International Violin Competition. And she caught a great attention and popularity as a violinist after
she won the 2nd Prize in Wieniawski International Violin Competition in October 2011. She played
with the prestigious Orchestras in Japan and also collaborated with Maxim Vengerov and major
Orchestras in Poland.She also very active as a Chamber musician at Miyazaki International Music
Festival and Kamakura Art Center Solisten. In 2014, she was awarded "24th Idemitsu Music
Award.She released 4 Recordings.
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Yasuhiro Suzuki (viola)

Yasuhiro Suzuki is a principal solo violist with the Yomiuri Nippon Symphony Orchestra. He began
studying the violin at the age of five, and graduated from Toho Gakuen College of Music after
studying at Toho Gakuen Music High School. After graduation, he changed instruments from the
violin to the viola. Suzuki has won many prizes, including 1st Prize in the high school division of the
Tokyo round of the 47th Student Music Concours of Japan. Suzuki trained at the Karajan Academy
in Germany starting in 2001, and became an associate member of the Berlin Philharmonic. His
wide-ranging activities also include appearances at the Saito Kinen Festival and the Miyazaki
International Music Festival.
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Ayako Tahara (viola)

Japanese violist Ayako Tahara, won the prize at Tokyo Music Competition and International
Romania Music Competition. She performed the recital and the concertos for solist with many
orchestra. As a chamber musician, she has performed with many great artists around the world.
Tahara graduated with honors the Toho Gakuen College with Nobuo Okada and Hamao Fujiwara
and Ecole Normale de Musique de Paris with Bruno Pasquier. And studying Hochschule fiir Musik
Detmold with Veit Hertenstein. She has been awarded The Hotel Okura Music Award.
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Jun-ichiro Murakami (viola)

Jun-ichiro Murakami attended Toho Gakuen College of Music, studying viola with Mazumi
Tanamura and chamber music with Nobuko Yamazaki and Miyoko Yamane-Goldberg. He was
awarded 1st Prize at the Trieste International Competition. He also won 1st Prize in the Vittorio Gui
International Competition in Florence. He assumed the post of solo violist with the WDR Symphony
Orchestra Cologne. He has appeared as guest principal violist with the Gewandhaus Orchestra,
Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra and Bamberg Symphony, among others, and has performed
as a chamber musician and soloist in music festivals throughout Europe. He became principal
violist with the NHK Symphony Orchestra in October 2021.

©KING RECORDS
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Rei Tsujimoto (celio)

Rei Tsujimoto, principal cellist of the NHK Symphony Orchestra, is a premier prix graduate of
Tokyo University of the Arts. He continued his studies at the Sibelius Academy in Finland and
Hochschule der Kiinste Bern in Switzerland. He was awarded second place as well as the
Audience Award at the 72nd Music Competition of Japan. In 2007. In 2009, he was granted third
place at The Gaspar Cassado International Violoncello Competition.
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Kenji Nakagi (celio)

After studying at Tokyo University of the Arts, Kenji Nakagi moved to France in 2003 and
graduated from Conservatoire de Paris (CNSMDP) and University of the Arts Bern, both with
distinction.Nakagi won several international music competitions including Witold Lutoslawski
International Cello Competition. A dedicated chamber musician, Nakagi has performed with great
artists such as A. Chumachenco, B. Giuranna, C.Ivaldi, and E.Le Sage. He released CDs including
J.S.Bach 6 Cello Suites.Kenji Nakagi is an associate professor at Tokyo University of the Arts. With
the support of Yellow Angel (NPO), he plays on a cello by Joseph Guarneri of 1700.
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Michiaki Ueno (Celio)

Michiaki Ueno has won 1st Prizes in the International Tchaikovsky Competition for Young Musicians, the
Romanian International Music Competition, the Johannes Brahms International Competition, and the Geneva
International Music Competition, as well as 2nd Prize in the Witold Lutoslawski International Cello
Competition. He has performed with many artists and orchestras both in Japan and overseas, earning
favorable recognition. He has also been awarded the Iwatani Tokiko Incentive Award and the Aoyama Music
Award New Face Award. Ueno studied with Hakuro Mori at the Toho Gakuen College Music Department, and
currently studies with Pieter Wispelway at the Robert-Schumann-Hochschule Diisseldorf, Gary Hoffman at the
Queen Elisabeth Music Chapel. A P.A.Testore cello has been loaned to him from the Munetsugu Collection.
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Tomoki Sakata (Piano)

Tomoki Sakata was awarded 4th Prize at The Queen Elisabeth Competition 2021. In the 2016
International Franz Liszt Piano Competition in Budapest, he won 1st Prize and six special prize,
becoming the first Asian winner in the competition’s history.In 2013, Sakata was the youngest finalist at
the Van Cliburn International Piano Competition. He won the Grand Prix, Audience Prize and five other
special prizes at the 35th PTNA Piano Competition; the Mozart Special Prize at the Cleveland
International Piano Competition; and 1st Prize in the 2019 Kissinger KlavierOlymp.Based in Hannover
and Yokohama, Tomoki Sakata received the city of Yokohama'’s Cultural Award and Art Encouragement
Prize in 2017.
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Yoko Kikuchi (piano)

In 2002, Yoko Kikuchi won the first prize at the International Mozart Competition, since then she has
performed not only in Japan but also in Europe and has been one of the leading pianists in Japan. She
has performed with Mozarteum Orchestra Salzburg, Salzburg Chamber Orchestra, Franz Liszt Chamber
Orchestra, Berliner Symphoniker and others as well as Japanese major orchestras. She also participated
in several music festivals including Salzburg Festival. She has recently collaborated with classical ballet
dancers and has released a lot of CDs. In 2007, she received the 17th Idemitsu Music Award. She is
currently an artistic director of Maebashi Civic Cultural Hall.
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Ryoma Takagi (Piano)

In September 2018, Ryoma Takagi won the 1st prize and audience prize at The 16th Grieg International
Competition. He has performed at important venues around of the world such at Musikverein Golden
Hall, Moscow Conservatory Great Hall, Kremlin Palace, Ukraine National Opera Theater, Wiener
Konzerthaus, Schoenbrunn Palace, Roma Tetro Valle, Suntory Hall, Yokohama Minatomirai Hall, Muza
Kawasaki Symphony Hall, Hamamatsu Act City, Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre, etc. He has also performed
with the Oslo Philharmonic Orchestra, Bergen Philharmonic Orchestra, Vienna Chamber Orchestra, Kiev
National Philharmonic Orchestra, Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra, Osaka Symphony Orchestra,
Kanagawa Philharmonic Orchestra, Gunma Symphony Orchestra, and Tokyo Symphony Orchestra.
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Kosuke Akimoto (Piano)

Kosuke Akimoto was born in 1993 at Hyogo, Japan. He won the 2nd prize at the International Rosario
Marciano Piano Competition in 2010, the Special prize at the International Paderewski Piano Competition
in 2016. And he won the 1st prize at the ARD International Music Competition Munich in 2018 as the Aoi
Trio. Akimoto has released the CD which is including “Rite of Spring” performing with his teacher Hiroshi
Arimori and it got numerous acclaims in the record magazine. His activity includes solo recital, chamber
music, performance with orchestra and community program in many cities. He got the bachelor and master
degree at the Tokyo University of the Arts and is currently studying at the University of Music and
Performing Arts Munich.
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Kyoko Ogawa (violin)

Kyoko Ogawa was born in 1992 and graduated from Tokyo University of the Arts. She won 1st prize and
audience award at the 10th Tokyo Music Competition, Career Development Award at the Banff International
String Quartet Competition 2016 and 1st prize at the 67th ARD Munich International Music Competition as
Aoi Trio. She has performed as a soloist with the Tokyo Symphony Orchestra, the New Japan
Philharmonic Orchestra and other orchestras in Tokyo. She participated in the Ozawa International
Chamber Music Academy in Okushiga, the Zermatt Music Festival and the Saito Kinen Orchestra. Her past
co-artists as soloist includes Seiji Ozawa and Anne-Sophie Mutter. She was honored to join Karajan
Academy of Berlin Philharmonic till April 2021, and currently studying at the University of Music and Theater
in Munich.
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Yu Ito (celio)

Yu lto was born in Nara Japan 1992 and began to learn cello when he was six. After studying under Tatsuo
Saito, he learned at Tokyo University of the Arts where he graduated as the top student under Nobuko
Yamazaki and Kenzi Nakagi. After graduated he studied with Enrico Bronzi at Mozarteum University
Salzburg. He is is currently studying at the University of Music and Performing Arts Munich. His
achievements at competitions include 1st prize at ARD International Music Competition in 2018 as Aoi Trio,
Banff International String Quartet Competition in 2016, Pablo Casals International Cello Competition in
2014 and 1st prize at Music Competition of Japan in 2008. As a soloist, Yu has collaborated with Tokyo
Philharmonic Orchestra, Kansai Philharmonic Orchestra, Japan Century Symphony Orchestra. He is a
member of Kioi Hall Chamber Orchestra Tokyo.
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Taira Kaneko (Clarinet)

Taira Kaneko was bom in Saitama Prefecture in 1984. After attending Tokyo University of the Arts,
he graduated from the Hochschule fir Musik Libeck (Germany) in 2012. He studied clarinet with
Yuichi Handa, Masaharu Yamamoto, Yuji Murai and Sabine Meyer. Kaneko won 1st prize at the
Japan Music Competition in 2006 and 3rd prize at the ARD Intemational Music Competition in
2008. He has appeared in the NHK-FM program “Recital NOVA," the “B—C Recital Series,” and
the Kiso Music Festival. Currently, Kaneko is a member of Kioi Hall Chamber Orchestra Tokyo and
principal clarinetist of Yomiur Nippon Symphony Orchestra.
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Takeshi Hidaka (Hom)

After graduating with a degree in economics from Nagasaki University, Mr. Hidaka went on to
study hom at the Tokyo University of the Arts and Conservatorium Maastricht in the Nerherlands.
During the period from 2000 to 2013, He was a member of Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra, Japan
Philharmonic Orchestra, Yomiuri Nippon Symphony Orchestra, and NHK Symphony
Orchestra, Tokyo as a Homist In April of 2013, Mr. Hidaka became an associate professor at the
Tokyo University of the Arts. He is also on faculty at Kunitachi College of Music, Showa College of
Music. Since 2019, He is became a member of Japan Century Symphony Orchestra as a Guest
Principal homist and principal hom of New Japan philharmonic.




