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It has been nearly two years since the world was plunged into crisis by the Covid-19 pandemic. With the emergence
of new variants and prolonged restrictions in our daily lives, this has also been a time when we have become keenly
aware of the great importance of the “everyday encounters” we previously took for granted. It has always been my
hope that the International Music Festival NIPPON, as a setting for “encounters” through music, will be a space for
the creation of emotion and inspiration. I am looking forward to spending time together in the irreplaceable
performance space and sharing special, genuine experiences with everyone who comes to hear the performances, as
well as the young people who are the future of music.I would like to express my deepest gratitude to those who have
come to hear the performances, to the corporations who have provided continued support, and to everyone who has

Akiko Suwanai, Artistic Director
International Music Festival NIPPON 2022

helped make the festival possible.
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J. Sibelius: “Pelleas and Melisande,” Suite, Op.46
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1. At the Castle Gate 2. Melisande 2a. At the Seashore 3. A Spring in the Park 4. The 3 Blind Sisters
5. Pastorale 6. Melisande at the Spinning Wheel 7. Entr'acte 8. The Death of Melisande
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H. Dutilleux: “Sur le méme accord,” Nocturne for Violin & Orchestra (Violin: Akiko Suwanai)
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J. Brahms: Violin Concerto in D major, Op.77 (Violin: Akiko Suwanai)
FIRE . 7Lro- /> bOvR 1st Mov.: Allegro non troppo

HORE 7Y~ 2nd Mov.: Adagio
BIEFE FLI/0-Y3a—-Y. 7/ bayR-T4T7—Fz  3rd Mov.: Allegro giocoso, ma non troppo vivace
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Akiko Suwanai (violin/Artistic Director of International Music Festival NIPPON 2022)

Akiko Suwanai was the youngest ever winner of the International Tchaikovsky Competition in 1990. She has
performed with the world’s foremost orchestras, including the Boston Symphony, Philadelphia Orchestra, Orchestre
de Paris, Berlin Philharmonic, and NHK Symphony Orchestra, under the batons of Ozawa, Maazel, Dutoit, and
Sawallisch, just to name a few. She has appeared in numerous international music festivals including the BBC
Proms, Schleswig-Holstein, Lucerne and others. Suwanai was a jury member of the violin divisions of the Queen
Elisabeth International Music Competition of Belgium in 2012 and 2015, the Concours International
Long-Thibaud-Crespin in 2018, and the International Tchaikovsky Competition in 2019. Since 2012, Akiko Suwanai
has been Atrtistic Director of the International Music Festival NIPPON, which she plans and produces. She has
released 15 CDs on the Decca label.

Akiko Suwanai studied at Toho Gakuen Music High School and completed the Soloists’ Diploma Course of Toho
Gakuen College of Music. After studying at the Juilliard School and Columbia University on the Artist Overseas
Training program sponsored by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, she received a master’s degree in Music from the
Juilliard School. She also studied at the Universitat der Kiinste Berlin, and in 2021 completed the doctor of arts
program and received the Konzertexamen degree, Germany'’s qualification for outstanding musicians.

Akiko Suwanai performs on the “Charles Reade” Guarneri del Gesu violin c1732, on long-term loan from Dr. Ryuiji
Ueno, who has Japanese roots and lives in the United States.
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Tadaaki Otaka CBE (Conductor)

Music Director --- Osaka Philharmonic Orchestra

Permanent Conductor --- NHK Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo

Conductor Laureate --- BBC National Orchestra of Wales

Honorary Music Director --- Sapporo Symphony Orchestra

Conductor Laureate --- Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra

Honorary Guest Conductor --- Yomiuri Nippon Symphony Orchestra

Honorary Conductor Laureate --- Kioi Hall Chamber Orchestra Tokyo

Born in 1947, OTAKA studied at Toho Gakuen School of Music under Hideo SAITO, a professor known for teaching Seiji
Ozawa and Hiroshi Wakasugi. He then moved to Vienna to study with Hans Swarowsky and Spannagel.

As Japan’s leading conductor, OTAKA conducted all major Japanese Orchestras. He is also a popular figure throughout the
world particularly in the UK, where he is invited as Guest Conductor to the London Symphony, London Philharmonic, BBC
Symphony etc. He made his Proms debut with the BBC National Orchestra of Wales in 1988. He also received invitations to
the Berlin Radio Symphony Orchestra, Bamberg Philharmonic and many others.

In 1993, the Welsh College of Music and Drama conferred an Honorary Fellowship on OTAKA. He also holds an Honorary
Doctorate from the University of Wales. In 1997, he was awarded the CBE, in recognition of his outstanding contribution to
British musical life. He is also the first Japanese to receive the Elgar Medal in 1999, for his continuous efforts at spreading
the works by Elgar outside the UK.
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NHK Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo

The NHK Symphony Orchestra performs about 120 concerts across Japan annually including 54 subscription concerts which
are broadcast nationwide on NHK television and NHK FM radio, and some of which are introduced to the world’s audience
through international broadcast services. In August 2013, it made its first appearance at the Salzburg Festival, and in the
spring of 2020, presented concerts in nine major European cities including Berlin and Vienna, earning high artistic acclaim
for its performances and activities.

In recent years, the orchestra has been engaged in a variety of educational programs to inspire the next generation of
musicians such as NHKSO Academy to foster future orchestra musicians and NHK Music Club for Children to teach children
the joy of music through hands-on experience by visiting schools nationwide.

Due to COVID-19 pandemic, the NHK Symphony Orchestra was forced to cancel its subscription concerts for the entire
2020-21 season, however, under specialist advice, it quickly drew up “measures against the infection designed by the NHK

Symphony Orchestra”, in accordance with which, the orchestra presented special concerts every month, delivering music at
concert halls and through broadcast to people whose daily lives were harshly restricted.
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Akiko Suwanai Violin Recital J.S.Bach Sonatas and Partitas for Solo Violin, BWV1001-1006
[#52] 2A11H(£-#) 1400 £2HE Z=HERBLLODDF—I
February 11 Fri. 14:00 Nagoya MS&AD SHIRAKAWA HALL
2A13H(A) 14:00 &®HE =HERBELODDF—I
February 13 Sun. 14:00 Nagoya MS&AD SHIRAKAWA HALL
[E=m] 2R16H(K) 19:00 RR REARFI T4 AVH—bFE—I
February 16 Wed. 19:00 Tokyo Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall
2A18H(£) 19:00 RFE REARIYT« AVHY—tFK—
February 18 Fri. 19:00 Tokyo Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

BESBBEE/NHKZEEE WBAZF (I717U>)
Conductor: Tadaaki Otaka NHK Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo Akiko Suwanai(Violin)

2A21H(A) 19:00 RE RRERARITY T« AVY—tFE—L
February 21 Mon. 19:00 Tokyo Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

BAEYRI—ISA(I7A4 AU EFT) Open Master Classes (Violin)

3A3H(K)-4A(£) #WE 74U7F—N (EETEEREX{LE>9—)
March 3 Thu. / 4 Fri. Yokohama FILIA HALL
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Concert in Rikuzentakata Supporting Recovery Efforts after the Great East Japan Earthquake

3A6H(H) 14:00 EEpimE EErimEATREXCRE (FHo—FME—)
March 6 Sun. 14:00 Rikuzentakata Rikuzentakata City Cultural Hall (Kisekinoipponmatsu Hall)

WEFAEF ERRETOTcIL Akiko Plays CLASSIC & MODERN with Friends
Akiko Suwanai Chamber Music Projects

Akiko plays CLASSIC with Friends

3A9A(K) 19:00 RJ #REHF—N

March 9 Wed. 19:00 Tokyo Kioi Hall

Akiko plays MODERN with Friends

3A11B(£) 19:00 FFE HLERHF—I
March 11 Fri. 19:00 Tokyo Kioi Hall

BW=a2—Y7,L-a>HP—F Museum Concert

3B12H(L) 19:00 £HE FIAYEXRKMEXME TVF5VR-0E—
March 12 Sat. 19:00 Nagoya Toyota Commemorative Museum of Industry and Technology Entrance Lobby

W75—LR EARAEISY>AH—F Brahms Chamber Music Marathon Concert
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March 13 Sun. Tokyo Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall
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