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I am very happy to see everyone once again at the International Music Festival NIPPON 2024.

It has been ten years since our music festival began. Even during the three-year Covid-19 pandemic
period, the relatively small number of concerts we were able to present gave us opportunities to encounter
outstanding young musicians from Japan, as well as audiences who were in sympathy with and inspired

by their performances, and to experience renewed joy.

In 2024, wonderful and diverse musicians from Japan and around the world will gather at the festival
once again. We are pleased to present orchestra concerts in which the Viennese maestro Sascha
Goetzel —with whom I studied violin at the Juilliard School and who subsequently became a
conductor — will lead the Festival Orchestra, an ensemble brought together especially for this music
festival. Also featured are a Schumann chamber music marathon following the previous edition’s Brahms
chamber music marathon and, in the chamber music project and the Museum Concert which will focus

on 19th and 20th century Vienna, the premiere of a commissioned work by Akio Yasuraoka.

With our ten-year history, a special feature of this music festival is that those who previously participated

as master class students are returning to participate in the festival as musicians.

I would like to express my sincere thanks once again to the corporations that have provided continued
support, and to everyone who has helped make the festival possible.
Akiko Suwanai

Artistic Director
International Music Festival NIPPON 2024
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CLASSIC ~Vienna 1800~
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February 19 Mon. 19:00 Tokyo  Kioi Hall
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L. v. Beethoven: Duo for Viola and Cello in E-flat major, WoO 32 "With 2 Obbligato Eyeglasses”

mxE (FLon) 1st Mov.: (Allegro)

F2RE IIXTYM TFLI Ly 2nd Mov.: Minuetto. Allegretto
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W. A. Mozart: Clarinet Quintet in A major, K.581

BIRE . 7LI0 1st Mov.: Allegro
F2RE ST v 2nd Mov.: Larghetto
EIWE XX Ty b 3rd Mov.: Menuetto

BARE FLILybaY - TrY PV —= 4th Mov.: Allegretto con variazion
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N. Paganini / arr. F. Kreisler: “La Campanella”
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F. Schubert: Piano Quintet in A major, D667, “Die Forelle” (The Trout)

FLIET:7Lo0-d497—F 1st Mov.: Allegro vivace
BORE . FIUT 2nd Mov.: Andante

BEIRKE 2TV, TR 3rd Mov.: Scherzo. Presto
BARE T IVTa4—/ 4th Mov.: Andantino

BORE . J4F—L . FL/O-YaRk 5th Mov.: Finale. Allegro giusto
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Violin: Akiko Suwanai, Benjamin Schmid
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Viola: Yasuhiro Suzuki
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Cello: Jens-Peter Maintz

AV INAIRTE

Contrabass: Hiroshi Ikematsu
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Clarinet: Paul Meyer
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Piano: Kosuke Akimoto
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A. Berg: Adagio for Violin, Clarinet, and Piano

V=RV F2TELT DTzH DI DD/ Op.11 Welk #)
A. Webern: 3 Little Pieces, Op.11

awrawk: ey ZHZEM =& Op.1 GEiv, <1>>,/ 7E)
E. W. Korngold: Piano Trio in D major, Op.1

FIRE FLIO /> bAyR AV TR Ly F—% 1st Mov.: Allegro non troppo, con espressione
FORE I ZTVY % 7o 0O 2nd Mov.: Scherzo. Allegro

HEIXE STy 3rd Mov.: Larghetto

FARE J4F—L FL7O-FIb-T-TFIPO 4th Mov.: Finale: Allegro molto e energico
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Akio Yasuraoka: {Stella Binaria) per 2Violini
Commissioned Work by International Music Festival NIPPON<2023>
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A. Schoenberg: “Verklirte Nacht”, Op.4
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Violin: Akiko Suwanai, Benjamin Schmid
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Viola: Yasuhiro Suzuki, Shotaro Nakamura
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Cello: Jens-Peter Maintz, Haruma Sato “SINCE 20V

2999 MRV AL T

Clarinet: Paul Meyer INTERNATIONAL
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Akiko Suwanai (violin Artistic Director of International Music Festival NIPPON 2024)

Akiko Suwanai was the youngest ever winner of the International Tchaikovsky Competition in 1990. She has performed
with the world’s foremost orchestras, including the Boston Symphony, Philadelphia Orchestra, Orchestre de Paris,
Berlin Philharmonic, and NHK Symphony Orchestra, under the batons of Ozawa, Maazel, Dutoit, and Sawallisch, just
to name a few. She has appeared in numerous international music festivals including the BBC Proms,
Schleswig-Holstein, Lucerne and others. Suwanai was a jury member of the violin divisions of the Queen Elisabeth
International Music Competition of Belgium in 2012 and 2015, the Concours International Long-Thibaud-Crespin in
2018, and the International Tchaikovsky Competition in 2019. Since 2012, Akiko Suwanai has been Artistic Director of
the International Music Festival NIPPON, which she plans and produces. She has released 15 CDs on the Decca label.
Akiko Suwanai studied at Toho Gakuen Music High School and completed the Soloists’ Diploma Course of Toho
Gakuen College of Music. After studying at the Juilliard School and Columbia University on the Artist Overseas Training
program sponsored by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, she received a master’s degree in Music from the Juilliard
School. She also studied at the Universitat der Kiinste Berlin, and in 2021 completed the doctor of arts program and
received the Konzertexamen degree, Germany’s qualification for outstanding musicians.

Akiko Suwanai performs on the “Charles Reade” Guarneri del Gesu violin ¢1732, on long-term loan from Dr. Ryuiji
Ueno, who has Japanese roots and lives in the United States.
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Benjamin Schmid (violin)

Winner of the Carl Flesch Competition in 1992. Benjamin Schmid has performed with renowned
orchestras such as the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Seiji Ozawa, the London
Philharmonic Orchestra, Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra, and Concertgebouw
Orchestra. He has released over 60 CDs and received numerous awards including the German
Record Critics’ Award. He is also highly acclaimed for his jazz improvisations. Schmid is a
professor at the Mozarteum University Salzburg. He has served as a jury member for
international competitions including the ARD International Music Competition Munich.
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Yasuhiro Suzuki (viola)

Yasuhiro Suzuki is a principal solo violist with the Yomiuri Nippon Symphony Orchestra. Suzuki
has won many prizes, including 1st Prize in the high school division of the Tokyo round of the
47th Student Music Concours of Japan. Suzuki trained at the Karajan Academy in Germany
starting in 2001, and became an associate member of the Berlin Philharmonic. His
wide-ranging activities also include appearances at the Saito Kinen Festival and the Miyazaki
International Music Festival. He participated in the International Music Festival NIPPON2020
and 2022.
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Shotaro Nakamura (viola)

Shotaro Nakamura won first prize in the strings division of the 15th Concert Marronnier 21, as
well as many other prizes. His activities in Japan and overseas include performances with
members of the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra and Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra. Nakamura
graduated from Tokyo University of the Arts. He is a leader of the string ensemble TGS, a
member of the viola quartet Alto de Campagne, and acting principal violist in the NHK
Symphony Orchestra.
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Jens-Peter Maintz (celio)
In 1994, he won first prize at the ARD International Music Competition, which had previously not
been awarded to a cellist for 17 years till then. He has been principal cellist of the Lucerne
Festival Orchestra since 2006, at the invitation of Claudio Abbado. He has appeared as a
soloist under the baton of conductors such as Vladimir Ashkenazy, Herbert Blomstedt. Since
2004 he has been professor at Berlin University of the Arts.
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Haruma Sato (celio)
In 2019, he became the first Japanese to win the first prize (violoncello) at the ARD International
Music Competition Munich, and in 2018, he won the first prize and a special prize at the Witold
Lutostawski International Cello Competition. He has performed with Bavarian Radio Symphony
Orchestra and other major orchestras in Japan and abroad, and has received favorable reviews
for his recitals and chamber music. Since his debut album in 2020, he has released 3 CDs on
Deutsche Grammophon.

Al
jurt L2 L
Hiroshi
Ikematsu

AR R @xror0

TIONEENAMF Ly TEELLCERNTIRIACERE S 2 NHKREXEFHES
B ooV IV REEF AR EE AR R E. RS EEA R EE . AR
MAZHR. EILTERFEEHIR,
Hiroshi Ikematsu (Contrabass)
Born in Brazil, Hiroshi lkematsu has performed widely in Japan and overseas as one of the
world's top contrabass players. Having served as principal contrabass player in the NHK
Symphony Orchestra and New Zealand Symphony Orchestra, he is currently principal
contrabass player of the Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra. Hiroshi lkematsu is a
professor at Tokyo University of the Arts and a guest professor at Kunitachi College of Music.

Profiles
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Paul Meyer (Glarinet)
A clarinetist at the international pinnacle of his field in both name and brilliance, Paul Meyer
combines consummate technique with outstanding musicianship and a rich, elegant tone.
Widely active as a soloist, chamber musician and conductor, Meyer is a member of Les Vents
Francais, a group he formed together with some of the finest French woodwind players of our
time.
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José Gallardo (piano)

Born in Argentina, José Gallardo graduated from the Mainz School of Music. He has received
numerous national and international awards, and has been invited to perform in many music
festivals including Lockenhaus, Verbier and Lucerne. Gallardo has performed with musicians
such as Gidon Kremer and Andreas Ottensamer, and released CDs on labels including EMI,
Hanssler and Naxos. He has also recorded for TV and radio productions by broadcasters such
as SWR. Since 2008, José Gallardo has been teaching at the Leopold Mozart Center at the
University of Augsburg.
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Kosuke Akimoto (piano)
Kosuke Akimoto is a member of Aoi Trio, which won the first prize at the 67th ARD International
Music Competition in 2018. He also won the Special Prize in the 10th Paderewski International
Piano Competition. In addition to giving solo recitals, he performs frequently with orchestras
and in chamber music concerts. After graduating from Tokyo University of the Arts, Kosuke
Akimoto received a master's degree from that university’s Graduate School of Music. Akimoto

is a alumni of the Suntory Hall Chamber Music Academy. He participated in the International
Music Festival NIPPON2022.
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AKIKO SUWANAI Plays €—Y 7Vt 974 FV R £HEES
Mozart The Complete Violin Concertos

1A118(K)19:00B8 =EWHERARSY T4 AVH—bFK—

January 11 Thu. 19:00 Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

1812H(£)19:0068% REARSFY T4 AvH—bFR—

January 12 Fri. 19:00 Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

AKIKO Plays CLASSIC & MODERN with Friends ~ Vienna 1800 & 1900

CLASSIC ~ Vienna 1800 ~
2A19H(A)19:00F& #RERHF—I
February 19 Mon. 19:00 Kioi Hall
MODERN ~ Vienna 1900 ~

2A21H(X)19:0068% #HEHF—I
February 21 Wed. 19:00 Kioi Hall

Ya—IVEREISY aACY—F
R.Schumann Chamber Music Marathon Concert

2A23H(£-) REARSY T aAvHY—FrF—I
February 23 Fri. Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

[%128111:0068% [55258114:00535% [53%6116:0063% [5456]119:00B3%

[Z5nB34] Aichi

AKIKO SUWANAI Plays €E—Y 7Vt 74 F Yl
Mozart Violin Concertos

1813A(£)18:00B8 =H{EKRBLELEDODEHE—IV

January 13 Sat. 18:00 MS&AD SHIRAKAWA HALL
Sa—Y7L-avH—}

Museum concert

2A18H(B)19:00B88 FISEEKIILSE TSR -0E—

February 18 Sun. 19:00 Toyota Commemorative Museum of Industry and Technology Entrance Lobby

[:&F53] lwate
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AKIKO SUWANAI & Friends Concert in Ofunato

2A178(£)14:0068% AMEHRXCKEE UZRK—V
February 17 Sat. 14:00 Rias Hall(Ofunato City Culture Hall)

[#%%)11B84] Kanagawa
DEATRI—I5Z <FzOIEFI>
Open Master Classes <Cello Division>

2B11AR-R) Z4VZH— UN—PVE(EEHEERRI > 9—)
February 11 Sun. PHILIA HALL/Rehearsal Room (Aoba Civic Cultural Center)

2R128(B-k) HRHBKREHADVE—IL K-V
February 12 Mon. Yokohama Minatomirai Hall Small Hall

DEATRI—IFR <T7AFYEFI>
Open Master Classes <Violin Division>

2A26H(R)-27H(K) Z4V7FH—I(EEHTEERRX{LL>F—)
February 26 Mon. and 27 Tue. PHILIA HALL (Aoba Civic Cultural Center)
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WA AZN=PI 22—V S ASTEERMTREE(2/18)

RN 747 HR—V(EETEERRXbt>y s —) MERAGEADVFR—IV (AP EIEAN BEHEM L REYE)
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SNV EINATAT 2 INYIN:
BERT7AT) ) FRENNT1— 5 (£8)
BWV1001-1006

Disc 1 1.Y7% %1% NESH BWV1001
2. N4 —%& %1% O%E:A BWV1002
3. V& 2% (%2R BWV1003
Disc2 1./Vb7+1—%& 2% —5a3H BWV1004
2. VF4& E3% /\R:H BWV1005
3. NIVT1—4& 3% KEH BWV1006

HEFA SR F (Ir1Au)

$25: 202156 A7H~118.7A108~138 N—I> (AF28) KT M Fv—F

OYIERELEITSA-CD/NA 7Y RT. RIERMTFRICED
FAF =)=V AV BEBEIIRITEVODR—Tr—Aft,
OFEREBIINTI2EHD T 7N - T - DI A[F¥—ILX-—R],

(EE#] T (#EFRE 2] 89
UHQCD &JQ SA-CD S,
21448 Ny 21548
UCCD-45005/6 UCGD-9086/7

TE{H ¥ 4,400 FE{H ¥ 5,800

(#4k ¥ 4,000 BE%£10%) (A4 ¥ 5,273 BiL10%)
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