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I am very happy to see everyone once again at the International Music Festival NIPPON 2024.

It has been ten years since our music festival began. Even during the three-year Covid-19 pandemic
period, the relatively small number of concerts we were able to present gave us opportunities to encounter
outstanding young musicians from Japan, as well as audiences who were in sympathy with and inspired

by their performances, and to experience renewed joy.

In 2024, wonderful and diverse musicians from Japan and around the world will gather at the festival
once again. We are pleased to present orchestra concerts in which the Viennese maestro Sascha
Goetzel —with whom I studied violin at the Juilliard School and who subsequently became a
conductor — will lead the Festival Orchestra, an ensemble brought together especially for this music
festival. Also featured are a Schumann chamber music marathon following the previous edition’s Brahms
chamber music marathon and, in the chamber music project and the Museum Concert which will focus

on 19th and 20th century Vienna, the premiere of a commissioned work by Akio Yasuraoka.

With our ten-year history, a special feature of this music festival is that those who previously participated

as master class students are returning to participate in the festival as musicians.

I would like to express my sincere thanks once again to the corporations that have provided continued
support, and to everyone who has helped make the festival possible.
Akiko Suwanai

Artistic Director
International Music Festival NIPPON 2024
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R. Schumann Chamber Music Marathon Concert
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February 23 Fri. Tokyo Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall
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Piano Trio No 2 in F major, Op.80
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Piano Trio No.3 in G minor, Op.110
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Violin Sonata No.1 in A minor, Op.10S
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Violin Sonata No.2 in D minor, Op.121
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Violin Sonata No.3 in A minor, WoO 2
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String Quartet No.1 in A minor, Op.41-1
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String Quartet No.2 in F major, Op.41-2
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String Quartet No.3 in A major, Op.41-3
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Fantasiestiicke, in A minor, Op.88
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Piano Quartet in E-flat major, Op.47
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Piano Quintet in E-flat major, Op.44
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Akiko Suwanai, Violin
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Benjamin Schmid, Violin
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Ayana Tsuji, Violin
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Lina Nakano, Violin
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Kyoko Yonemoto, Violin
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Yasuhiro Suzuki, Viola NIPPON
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Jens-Peter Maintz, Cello
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Haruma Sato, Cello
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José Gallardo, Piano
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Tomoki Sakata, Piano
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Kotaro Fukuma, Piano
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Aoi Trio [Kosuke Akimoto, Piano / Kyoko Ogawa, Violin / Yu Ito, Cello]

HNT b T ==V <EFIEIE (T4 ) < JLH T 5 (97449 ) - EESE (744 7) « R G=m) >
Quartet Amabile [Yuna Shinohara, Violin / Chihiro Kitada, Violin / Meguna Naka, Viola / Tatsuki Sasanuma, Cello]
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Akiko Suwanai (violinArtistic Director of International Music Festival NIPPON 2024)

Akiko Suwanai was the youngest ever winner of the International Tchaikovsky Competition in 1990. She has performed
with the world’s foremost orchestras, including the Boston Symphony, Philadelphia Orchestra, Orchestre de Paris,
Berlin Philharmonic, and NHK Symphony Orchestra, under the batons of Ozawa, Maazel, Dutoit, and Sawallisch, just
to name a few. She has appeared in numerous international music festivals including the BBC Proms,
Schleswig-Holstein, Lucerne and others. Suwanai was a jury member of the violin divisions of the Queen Elisabeth
International Music Competition of Belgium in 2012 and 2015, the Concours International Long-Thibaud-Crespin in
2018, and the International Tchaikovsky Competition in 2019. Since 2012, Akiko Suwanai has been Artistic Director of
the International Music Festival NIPPON, which she plans and produces. She has released 15 CDs on the Decca label.
Akiko Suwanai studied at Toho Gakuen Music High School and completed the Soloists’ Diploma Course of Toho
Gakuen College of Music. After studying at the Juilliard School and Columbia University on the Artist Overseas Training
program sponsored by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, she received a master’s degree in Music from the Juilliard
School. She also studied at the Universitat der Kiinste Berlin, and in 2021 completed the doctor of arts program and
received the Konzertexamen degree, Germany’s qualification for outstanding musicians.

Akiko Suwanai performs on the “Charles Reade” Guarneri del Gesu violin ¢1732, on long-term loan from Dr. Ryuji
Ueno, who has Japanese roots and lives in the United States.
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Benjamin Schmid (violin)
Winner of the Carl Flesch Competition in 1992. Benjamin Schmid has performed with renowned
orchestras such as the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Seiji Ozawa, the London
Philharmonic Orchestra, Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra, and Concertgebouw
Orchestra. He has released over 60 CDs and received numerous awards including the German
Record Critics’ Award. He is also highly acclaimed for his jazz improvisations. Schmid is a
professor at the Mozarteum University Salzburg. He has served as a jury member for
international competitions including the ARD International Music Competition Munich.

ik A rraav)

IR R H &, 2016F EX A —VERZFEI Y7 — VB, 2018F [F28E H
BEHE| 2023F[B24RKRTNA—0 S EEE | 2R H,2020F. . o ERBE ICE
WEL7z[Post Festum]%HFAE. FERAEIFE NPOEAITA—To Iz NEDESD
Joannes Baptista Guadagnini 1748, ElBXEZESENIPPONSE 1 [E, $E2EIYRI—I 5 X
=0,

Ayana Tsuji (violin)

Born in Gifu Prefecture. Ayana Tsuji won first prize in the Montreal International Music
Competition in 2016, the 28th Idemitsu Music Award in 2018, and the 24th Hotel Okura Music
Award in 2023. In 2020, she performed the world premiere of “Post Festum,” a composition she
commissioned from Atsuhiko Gondai. Ayana Tsuji plays a Joannes Baptista Guadagnini 1748
violin, on loan from the NPO Yellow Angel. She participated in Master Classes of the 1st and
2nd International Music Festival NIPPON.
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Lina Nakano (violin)

Lina Nakano quickly gained attention by winning consecutive first prizes at the 2021 Japan
Music Competition and the 2022 Sendai International Music Competition. It led to the launch of
her career as a soloist. She is currently enrolled in the Soloist Diploma Course at Toho Gakuen
School of Music and is a 2023 ROHM Music Foundation scholarship student. She performs on
a generously loaned 1716 Stradivarius violin provided by the ITOH Foundation. She
participated in Master Classes of the 4th-6th International Music Festival NIPPON.
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Kyoko Yonemoto (violin)
At the age of 13, Kyoko Yonemoto became the youngest-ever prizewinner at the 1997 PaganiniCompetition
in Italy. She later received numerous prizes including first prize in the Paganini Moscow International
Competition. In addition to appearing with major orchestras inside and outside Japan, Yonemoto has
earned high praise as a chamber musician. She is currently a professor at the Maastricht Conservatorium
in the Netherlands. Her CD Ysaye:Complete Sonatas for Violin received the Excellence Award a recipient
of the Agency for Cultural Affairs. Kyoko Yonemoto plays a 1727 Stradivarius violin, on loan from the
Suntory Foundation for Arts. She participated in the International Music Festival NIPPON2020 and 2022.
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Ryo Sasaki (viola)

Principal violist of the NHK Symphony Orchestra. Ryo Sasaki holds degrees from
TokyoUniversity of the Arts and The Juilliard School. He won 1st prize in the Contemporary
Chamber Music Competition in Japan. Sasaki performed in the Aspen and Marlboro music
festivals. He has collaborated with such renowned musicians as Mitsuko Uchida, Hilary Hahn,
and Lynn Harrell. Currently he is teaching the next generation of musicians at Toho Gakuen
School of Music, Tokyo University of the Arts, Tokyo College of Music, and Senzoku Gakuen
College of Music.

Yasuhiro
Suzuki
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Yasuhiro Suzuki (viola)

Yasuhiro Suzuki is a principal solo violist with the Yomiuri Nippon Symphony Orchestra. Suzuki
has won many prizes, including 1st Prize in the high school division of the Tokyo round of the
47th Student Music Concours of Japan. Suzuki trained at the Karajan Academy in Germany
starting in 2001, and became an associate member of the Berlin Philharmonic. His
wide-ranging activities also include appearances at the Saito Kinen Festival and the Miyazaki
International Music Festival. He participated in the International Music Festival NIPPON2020
and 2022.
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Jens-Peter Maintz (Celo)
In 1994, he won first prize at the ARD International Music Competition, which had previously not
been awarded to a cellist for 17 years till then. He has been principal cellist of the Lucerne
Festival Orchestra since 2006, at the invitation of Claudio Abbado. He has appeared as a
soloist under the baton of conductors such as Vladimir Ashkenazy, Herbert Blomstedt. Since
2004 he has been professor at Berlin University of the Arts.
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Haruma Sato (Celio)
In 2019, he became the first Japanese to win the first prize (violoncello) at the ARD International
Music Competition Munich, and in 2018, he won the first prize and a special prize at the Witold
Lutostawski International Cello Competition. He has performed with Bavarian Radio Symphony
Orchestra and other major orchestras in Japan and abroad, and has received favorable reviews
for his recitals and chamber music. Since his debut album in 2020, he has released 3 CDs on
Deutsche Grammophon.
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José Gallardo (piano)
Born in Argentina, José Gallardo graduated from the Mainz School of Music. He has received
numerous national and international awards, and has been invited to perform in many music
festivals including Lockenhaus, Verbier and Lucerne. Gallardo has performed with musicians
such as Gidon Kremer and Andreas Ottensamer, and released CDs on labels including EMI,
Hénssler and Naxos. He has also recorded for TV and radio productions by broadcasters such
as SWR. Since 2008, José Gallardo has been teaching at the Leopold Mozart Center at the
University of Augsburg.
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Tomoki Sakata (piano)

Tomoki Sakata has won numerous awards including first prize in the Franz Liszt International
Piano Competition in 2016 and fourth prize in the Queen Elisabeth Competition in 2021. He has
performed with such renowned orchestras as the Czech National Symphony, Hungarian
National Philharmonic, Belgian National Orchestra, and NHK Symphony. Sakata has also given
recitals and other performances around the world and has appeared in many international
music festivals. He participated in the International Music Festival NIPPON2020 and 2022.
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Kotaro Fukuma (piano)
At the age of 20, Kotaro won both First Prize and the Chopin Prize at the 15th Cleveland
International Piano Competition. He has given recitals at Carnegie Hall, Suntory Hall, and other
venues, and has performed with the Moscow Philharmonic, NHK Symphony Orchestra, and
many other renowned orchestras.He has released 19 commercial CDs.
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Aoi Trio Kosuke Akimoto, Piano / Kyoko Ogawa, Violin / Yu Ito, Cello

Aoi Trio won first prize in the 67th ARD International Music Competition Munich. Their performances of rarely presented
works and music by Japanese composers have attracted a great deal of attention. The trio has appeared in recitals in
Japan and Europe, and has also performed with orchestras. Aoi Trio has released four recordings to date.Aoi Trio
participated in the International Music Festival NIPPON in 2022.
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s RIS, Kosuke Akimoto (Piano)
K osu k e Kosuke Akimoto is a member of Aoi Trio, which won the first prize at the 67th ARD International Music
Akimoto  Competitionin2018. He also won the Special Prize in the 10th Paderewski International Piano Competition.
In addition to giving solo recitals, he performs frequently with orchestras and in chamber music concerts.
After graduating from Tokyo University of the Arts, Kosuke Akimoto received a master's degree from that
university’s Graduate School of Music. Akimoto is a alumni of the Suntory Hall Chamber Music Academy.
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Kyoko Ogawa (violin)

Ky 0 ]{ 0 Kyoko Ogawa graduated from Tokyo University of the Arts. She won 1st prize and audience award at
the 10th Tokyo Music Competition. Her past co-artists as soloist includes Seiji Ozawa and
Anne-Sophie Mutter. She was honored to join Karajan Academy of Berlin Philharmonic till April 2021.
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Yu Ito (Celio)
Yu Ito learned at Tokyo University of the Arts where he graduated as the top student under Nobuko
Yamazaki and Kenzi Nakagi. After graduated he studied with Enrico Bronzi at Mozarteum
University Salzburg. He is is currently studying at the University of Music and Performing Arts
Munich. As a soloist, Yu has collaborated with Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra, Kansai Philharmonic
Orchestra, Japan Century Symphony Orchestra. He is a member of Kioi Hall Chamber Orchestra
Tokyo.
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Quartet Amabile

Yuna Shinohara, Violin / Chihiro Kitada, Violin / Meguna Naka, Viola / Tatsuki Sasanuma, Cello

Quartet Amabile won third prize, as well as the special prize for interpretation, in the string quartet division of the prestigious ARD

International Music Competition Munich in 2016. They also won first prize in the 2019 Young Concert Artists International

Audition in New York. The Quartet has studied with Kazuhide Isomura and Nobuko Yamazaki. They have performed with such

renowned musicians as Martha Argerich, Dang Thai Son and Paul Meyer.
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Mozart The Complete Violin Concertos

1R11H(KR)19:00BE ®REARS> T4 aAvH—bF—
January 11 Thu. 19:00 Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

1812A(£)19:000 ®RRERARII T« aAVH—rF—I
January 12 Fri. 19:00 Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

AKIKO Plays CLASSIC & MODERN with Friends ~ Vienna 1800 & 1900

CLASSIC ~ Vienna 1800 ~
2A19H(A)19:0053% #EEH K-V
February 19 Mon. 19:00 Kioi Hall
MODERN ~ Vienna 1900 ~

2A21H(K)19:006F #RRERHF—IV
February 21 Wed. 19:00 Kioi Hall
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R.Schumann Chamber Music Marathon Concert
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‘ Yuna Shinohara (violin) [=50B942] Aichi
©T Tairddate Yuna Shinohara was awarded the Hiroyuki Iwaki Music Award in 2023. She won 2nd Prize at the 80th Japan o N e
Yuna Music Competition. She completed the Soloist Diploma Course and the master’s degree course at Toho Gakuen CK”r(te‘ Sl.UXVANrtAI Plays E—YPINE TPAAFY R
Shinohara School of Music. She has been appointed Guest concertmaster of the Japan Century Symphony Orchestra in ozart Violin Loncertos _ N i
January 2024. She plays a G.F. Pressenda ex & “Carl Flesch” made in 1832 (Munetsugu Collection). 1R13H(£)18:00B8 =FHERBLLODDH—I
January 13 Sat. 18:00 MS&AD SHIRAKAWA HALL
7 Sa—YF7L-avy—f EiAE
JLH T3 (wra90) Museum concert =
FTEAREBREEIY I —VEML BT SFRSU7EREM 7T I—EREEIV VB2 A4 2H18H(H)19:00BE tasELRMIDRME TS5V 2 06— g
T4 AEB T4 AT X7 X EE LLFE MPZERSE. ARFBRIET %, 7 VavV ELTERICTH February 18 Sun. 19:00 Toyota Commemorative Museum of Industry and Technology Entrance Lobby Boni
HEERT, o
~ Chihiro Kitada (violin) [&FF] Iwate
WEPEEES Chihiro Kitada won 4th Prize in the 7th Sendai International Music Competition and 2nd Prize in the 1st ~TWRNRF &IV X~ aAvHY—F in KRE E®AE
Chihiro International Music Competition of Bratislava Academy of Performing Arts. She has appeared with orchestras in AKIKO SUWANAI & Friends Concert in Ofunato ¥
Kitada Japan and abroad, including the Japan Philharmonic Orchestra, Sendai Philharmonic Orchestra, and Slovak 28178(+)14:008E AMETRICESE YPRE—IL
Radio Symphony Orchestra. After graduating from the Toho Gakuen School of Music and that school’s master’s February 17 Sat. 14:00 Rias Hall(Ofunato City Culture Hall) =
degree program, she studied at the Royal Conservatory of Brussels. oo nnn o n st
[#%=)11B34] Kanagawa
W B a) BETRI—I5Z <Froipri>
LB EDTFAF Y E D 21 ETIAF S ICEE [ AR E AR T M IA B EL NV R PART—F K Open Master Classes <Cello Division>
FRWY YRR —BIRE T AR T NN—E=—RBEFEREIF5EE, FREBEIRERILIVaVED 2B11B(B-%) Z4V7H— UN—HNVEEEHFTERRX L 5—)
ﬁEUt'Eééﬂf‘Montagnana February 11 Sun. PHILIA HALL/Rehearsal Room (Aoba Civic Cultural Center)
- o ° 2B128(B-R) HREALEBDBVR—IV INK—I
Meguna Naka (Viola) February 12 Mon. Yokohama Minatomirai Hall Small Hall
e Meguna Naka started playing violin at the age of 4 and switched to viola at the age of 21. After graduating from _ R o
Meguna the music department of Toho Gakuen School of Music, she completed the master's degree program at Hanns BDEAYRI—ISR <T7AFVEFI >
Naka Eisler Music University in Berlin. She is principal violist in the New Japan Philharmonic. She plays a 1722 Open Master Classes <Violin Division> [= E
. Domenico Montagnana viola, on special loan from the Munetsugu Collection. 2826H(B)-27H(K) Z4UZ7HF—I(IEEFTBSERRI{tE>F—) ;Elf H
February 26 Mon. and 27 Tue. PHILIA HALL (Aoba Civic Cultural Center) <
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Tatsuki Sasanuma (Cello)
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©Kei Uesugi Tatsuki Sasanuma won the first prize in the Salzburg-Mozart International Chamber Music Competition. He graduated from
Tatsuki the Soloist Diploma Course at Toho Gakuen School of Music and from the Department of German Language and Culture
in the Faculty of Letters at Gakushuin University. He also completed a graduate course at Toho Gakuen Graduate School.
He is currently enrolled as a special student at the Ecole Normale de Musique de Paris. He was awarded the 20th Hideo
Saito Memorial Fund Prize in 2022. He studied under Tsuyoshi Tsutsumi and Henri Demarquette. His instrument is a 1771
C.F. Landolfi (Munetsugu Collection).

Sasanuma
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