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International Music Festival NIPPON Festival Orchestra
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February 11 Wed. 17:00 Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall, Main Hall

ERRTOTzIk Akiko Plays MODERN with Friends ~HER Dk
Chamber Music Project: Akiko Plays MODERN with Friends
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February 26 Thu. 19:00 Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall, Small Hall

EREFOPxZF Akiko Plays CLASSIC with Friends ~HERD ik
Chamber Music Project: Akiko Plays CLASSIC with Friends
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February 28 Sat. 14:00 Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall, Main Hall
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Fauré Complete Chamber Music Marathon Concert
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March 1 Sun. Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall, Main Hall
[Part 1] 11:00 [Part 2] 14:00 [Part 3] 16:00 [Part 4] 19:00
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Public Master Class (Violin/Cello)
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March 2 Mon. Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall
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March 3 Tue. Yokohama Minato Miraii Hall
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International Music Festival NIPPON Festival Orchestra - ) i .
28108 () 19:00 HEH=HMEIS AF—I Artistic Director: Akiko Suwanai

February 10 Tue. 19:00 Tokai City Arts Theatre, Main Hall
ERETOPxI Akiko Plays CLASSIC & MODERN with Friends ~HERDfik
Chamber Music Project: Akiko Plays CLASSIC & MODERN with Friends
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February 25 Wed. 19:00 Tokai City Arts Theatre, Main Hall
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February 23 Mon. 19:00 Toyota Commemorative Museum of Industry and Technology, Entrance Lobby /‘jA\ EI ﬁ/ A Y
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0 Suwanai & Friends in Kuji
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February 21 Sat. 14:00 Kuji City Cultural Center “Amber Hall”, Main Hall
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Akiko Suwanai & Friends in Ishinomaki
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February 22 Sun. 14:00 Maruhon Makiart Terrace (Ishinomaki City Cultural Complex), Main Hall
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On the Occasion of the International Music Festival NIPPON 2026

Music is an art form that transcends language and touches hearts, resonating with people in all
times and cultures.

Since its beginning in 2012, the International Music Festival NIPPON has placed importance on
bringing people together and interweaving past and future through music as it continues its
journey.

The International Music Festival NIPPON 2026, the festival’s ninth edition, will be held in five
locations — Yokohama, Tokai City, Nagoya, Kuji and Ishinomaki. Once again, diverse and
fascinating programs will be performed by outstanding musicians spanning several generations,
from both inside and outside Japan.

A special aspect of this music festival is that young musicians who previously participated as
students in master classes, one of the education programs that has continued up to the present, are
now returning to take part in the festival as musicians.

Moments when sounds resonate. I look forward to sharing with all of you a time in which this
inspiration is passed on toward the future. I would like to express once again my heartfelt thanks to
the corporations that have provided continuous support, and to everyone who has made this
festival possible.

With deep respect for the treasure of art, and with the wish for world peace,

Akiko Suwanai

Artistic Director
International Music Festival NIPPON 2026
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February 23 Mon. 19:00 Toyota Commemorative Museum of Industry and Technology Entrance Lobby [Aichi]
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M. Stnka: Apprivoise-moi [Violin: Akiko Suwanai]

Ya—~vh B EZE M N Op.163 D956
E. Schubert: String Quintet in C major, Op.163 D956

FIRE . FLrO-<-/>-bAyR 1st Mov.: Allegro ma non troppo

BORE TSI~ 2nd Mov.: Adagio
FIRE ATV A TR 3rd Mov.: Scherzo. Presto
— NFPUIUTFYRTFI—b — Trio. Andante sostenuto

FARZE . FLI Ly 4th Mov.: Allegretto
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Violin: Akiko Suwanai, Benjamin Schmid
VZE Y S T
Viola: Tomoko Akasaka
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Cello: Jens-Peter Maintz, Rei Tsujimoto
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Aklko Suwanai (Violin/Artistic Director of International Music Festival NIPPON 2026)

Akiko Suwanai was the youngest ever winner of the International Tchaikovsky Competition in 1990. She has
performed with the world’s foremost orchestras, including the Boston Symphony, Philadelphia Orchestra,
Orchestre de Paris, Berlin Philharmonic, and NHK Symphony Orchestra, under the batons of Ozawa, Maazel,
Dutoit, and Sawallisch, just to name a few. She has appeared in numerous international music festivals
including the BBC Proms, Schleswig-Holstein, Lucerne and others. Suwanai was a jury member of the violin
divisions of the Queen Elisabeth International Music Competition of Belgium in 2012 and 2015, the Concours
International Long-Thibaud-Crespin in 2018, and the International Tchaikovsky Competition in 2019. Since
2012, Akiko Suwanai has been Artistic Director of the International Music Festival NIPPON, which she plans and
produces. She has released 15 CDs on the Decca label.

Akiko Suwanai studied at Toho Gakuen Music High School and completed the Soloists’ Diploma Course of
Toho Gakuen College of Music. After studying at the Juilliard School and Columbia University on the Artist
Overseas Training program sponsored by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, she received a master’s degree in
Music from the Juilliard School. She also studied at the Universitat der Kiinste Berlin, and in 2021 completed
the doctor of arts program and received the Konzertexamen degree, Germany’s qualification for outstanding
musicians.

Akiko Suwanai performs on the “Charles Reade” Guarneri del Gesu violin c1732, on long-term loan from Dr.
Ryuji Ueno, who has Japanese roots and lives in the United States.
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Benjamin Schmid (violin)

Winner of the Carl Flesch Competition in 1992. Benjamin Schmid has
performed with renowned orchestras such as the Vienna Philharmonic
Orchestra conducted by Seiji Ozawa, the London Philharmonic Orchestra,
Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra, and Concertgebouw Orchestra. He
has released over 60 CDs and received numerous awards including the
German Record Critics’ Award. He is also highly acclaimed for his jazz
improvisations. Schmid is a professor at the Mozarteum University Salzburg.
He has served as a jury member for international competitions including the
ARD International Music Competition Munich. His recording of the Korngold
Concerto with Vienna Philharmonic was listed as one of top ten best live
recordings ever recorded.
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Tomoko Akasaka (viola)

The 3rd prize at the 53th Munich International music competition. She entered
the Diploma course of the Toho Conservatory which she completed. Tomoko
Akasaka studied with Nobuko Imai at the The Geneve Conservatory of Music,
where she then worked alongside her professor as an assistant. After serving
as a visiting professor at Robert Schumann University of Music and Leipzig
University of Music, she is currently a professor at Minster University of
Music.

~ = ©Nikolaj Lund

Jens-Peter
Maintz

ALV A=R—Z— AV (5zn)

1994FE S a VAV ERZEIL 7—IVICBWTF ORI 74E 3D DER
FEED,2006FEENIT5UT4A FNEDBELE SoNMFICIY TV R
EREFYO-FLURMEFHTVWE INETICFasF—o TObva
Ty B EHE, 2004 F LD NIV ETAZHIR FERREIFEZ. T Iy T
2Z—[David Tecchler] (1741FE) (T IR =T5AT <> ),

Jens-Peter Maintz (Cello)

Jens-Peter Maintz enjoys an international reputation as a soloist, chamber
musician, and teacher. He studied with David Geringas and won First Prize at
the 1994 ARD International Music Competition. He has appeared with
orchestras including the Berlin Radio Symphony, Stuttgart Radio Symphony,
Den Haag Residentie Orkest, and Tokyo Symphony Orchestra, collaborating
with conductors such as Ashkenazy, Blomstedt, Janowski, and Welser-Mdst.
Since 2006, he has been principal cello of the Lucerne Festival Orchestra. He
is Professor in Berlin (UdK) and Madrid (Reina Sofia) and plays the
“Ex-Feuermann” cello by David Tecchler (1741).
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Rei Tsujimoto (Cello)

Rei Tsujimoto, principal cellist of the NHK Symphony Orchestra, is a premier
prix graduate of Tokyo University of the Arts. He continued his studies at the
Sibelius Academy in Finland and Hochschule der Kiinste Bern in Switzerland.
He was awarded second place as well as the Audience Award at the 72nd
Music Competition of Japan. In 2007. In 2009, he was granted third place at
The Gaspar Cassado International Violoncello Competition.
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