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On the Occasion of the International Music Festival NIPPON 2026

Music is an art form that transcends language and touches hearts, resonating with people in all
times and cultures.

Since its beginning in 2012, the International Music Festival NIPPON has placed importance on
bringing people together and interweaving past and future through music as it continues its
journey.

The International Music Festival NIPPON 2026, the festival’s ninth edition, will be held in five
locations — Yokohama, Tokai City, Nagoya, Kuji and Ishinomaki. Once again, diverse and
fascinating programs will be performed by outstanding musicians spanning several generations,
from both inside and outside Japan.

A special aspect of this music festival is that young musicians who previously participated as
students in master classes, one of the education programs that has continued up to the present, are
now returning to take part in the festival as musicians.

Moments when sounds resonate. I look forward to sharing with all of you a time in which this
inspiration is passed on toward the future. I would like to express once again my heartfelt thanks to
the corporations that have provided continuous support, and to everyone who has made this
festival possible.

With deep respect for the treasure of art, and with the wish for world peace,

Akiko Suwanai
Artistic Director
International Music Festival NIPPON 2026
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March 1 Sun. Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall, Main Hall [Kanagawa]

[5515p] 11:00B8:%
1Y74FY Y« F2G1F/ AR Op.13  [vasvbdh)

Violin Sonata No.1 in A major, Op.13 [Schmid/Kitamura]
BIREFLIO-EM BREIFVIVT HEIREIFLI/O-Uq—Uxr FPAEE FLI/0-0TY-TURE
1st Mov.: Allegro molto 2nd Mov.: Andante 3rd Mov.: Allegro vivo 4th Mov.: Allegro quasi presto

1743V >« F L 2% R Op.108 e wim)
Violin Sonata No.2 in E minor, Op.108 [Kanagawa/ Sakata]
BIEB I FLI0-/>-bOvR BEBEIFVYVT FEIEE:FL/O-/VbOyR
1st Mov.: Allegro non troppo  2nd Mov.: Andante 3rd Mov.: Allegro non troppo

| %)JE}R% HH Morceau de lecture

Ia .‘/9 "—]I/FH /J\ nun Morceau de Concours
1 ",Ajfuﬁ\ HH Op.79 Fantaisie, Op.79
177 ZHZE i =%5H Op.120 (1]

Piano Trio in D minor, Op.120 [Aoi Trio]
BIEBFLI0-x- /> bayvR BEETFVIVT—/ BIEKEFLI/O-T—Tx
1st Mov.: Allegro ma non troppo  2nd Mov.: Andantino  3rd Mov.: Allegro vivo

[4)11/BiH] [Kanagawa/Sakata]
3k /BiH] [Ishii/Sakata]

[552%B] 14:00B8:%
1e7/MERME1F N Op.15 [vasyb, # FlE =)

Piano Quartet No.1 in C minor, Op.15 [Schmid/Akasaka/Sato/ Miura]
BIREFLIO-ENMMETS—F F2EB I FLIO-U4—T7x FIEE I FY-Ya PARETFLIO-ENM
1st Mov.: Allegro molto moderato 2nd Mov.: Allegro vivo 3rd Mov.: Adagio 4th Mov.: Allegro molto

138 % Op.77  Papillon, 0p.77
I=VvY— 0p.24 flégie, Op24
1) Op.7 8  Sicilienne, Op.78
17/ Z2 2% ME Op.45 [ Sk <Ay VY]
Piano Quartet No.2 in G minor, Op.4S [Suwanai/Suzuki / Maintz/Sohn]

FIEE . FLIO-BNMETI—F F2RE FLI/0-BIMN BIREIFI—Ta-/v-bovR FBARE FLIOENE
1st Mov.: Allegro molto moderato 2nd Mov.: Allegro molto  3rd Mov.: Adagio non troppo 4th Mov.: Allegro molto

[=4>Y,/=iili] [Maintz/Miura]

[553%R8] 16:0083:%
1F=u-YF25E1%F =5 0p.109 Gt/ W)

Cello Sonata No.1 in D minor, Op.109 [Tsujimoto/Sakata] e 200
BIRETLI0 FERE 7YY VT BIEEFLI/O-2EF
1st Mov.: Allegro  2nd Mov.: Andante  3rd Mov.: Allegro commodo Ui FEeTivAL

15 =0 F2552% MEGEH Op.117 £ HeH] NIPPON
Cello Sonata No.2 in G minor, Op.117 [Ueno/Kitamura]
BIRE FLrn F2EBEFVIVT BIEE FLIO-U1—T%
1st Mov.: Allegro  2nd Mov.: Andante 3rd Mov.: Allegro vivo

17578 Op.16  Berceuse, Op.16
Ilu<> 2 Zukil Op.28  Romance in B-flat major, Op28
17225 Zakei Op.75 AndanteinB-flat major, Op.7

IEZEP 22 RHBGH Op.121 [(VIWR 27 T 9 }]

String Quartet in E minor, Op.121 [Regulus Quartet]
BIRFEFL/O-ET5—F FEBEIFVIUT HEIREFLIO
1st Mov.: Allegro moderato  2nd Mov.: Andante  3rd Mov.: Allegro

INTERNATIONAL

k76, =iili] [Yonemoto/Miura]

[554£B] 19:00B8:%
e hEZ 1% =% Op.89 EVESVE = AL V2T

Piano Quintet No.1 in D minor, Op.89 [Kanagawa /Yonemoto/Suzuki/Ueno/ Kitamura |
BIRT RN ETI—F F2REF 7Y —Va FEREFLILybETI—H
1st Mov.: Molto moderato  2nd Mov.: Adagio 3rd Mov.: Allegretto moderato

1o A AFH] Op.69 Romancein Amajor, Op.69 [l 2] [Sato/Akimoto]

12V F—F Op.98 Serenade, 0p98

1ZDHEIZ Op.7-1  Apresunréve, Op7-1

17 s ZE 2% N Op.1156 [va3yh WA HI <Ay VY]
Piano Quintet No.2 in C minor, Op.115 [Schmid/Suwanai/Akasaka/Maintz/Sohn]

BIER I 7LI/0-E75—F BEF7LI/0-Uq—Ur BIEBIFVIVT-ETS—F FAREFLIO-EIE
1st Mov.: Allegro moderato  2nd Mov.: Allegro vivo  3rd Mov.: Andante moderato  4th Mov.: Allegro molto

BHEE vy SR T XU VeIV e vaIv b BJIIES Ko T

Violin: Akiko Suwanai, Benjamin Schmid, Mayumi Kanagawa, Kyoko Yonemoto

UA 7 R T AR Frui AV A=R—Z— Ay, RERE ARERE, AR B

Viola: Tomoko Akasaka, Yasuhiro Suzuki Cello: Jens-Peter Maintz, Michiaki Ueno, Haruma Sato, Rei Tsujimoto
= AR ey VA FKGTEAST, AU B A | =
Flute: Kie Ishii Piano: Minsoo Sohn, Kosuke Akimoto, Tomoki Kitamura, Tomoki Sakata, Kenji Miura

SR & <IKTERIr €7 < ANIBET- (570592« IR Fi ) >

Aoi Trio [Kosuke Akimoto, Piano / Kyoko Ogawa, Violin / Yu Ito, Cello]

VWA I 7 VT b <ETLIEREG7 440> « PRI (74402 « [UAR Ji (9479) « RIPEI G =) >

Regulus Quartet [Mio Yoshie, Violin / Taiga Tojo, Violin / Shu Yamamoto, Viola / Yusuke Yabe, Cello]
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©Kiyotaka Saito
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Akiko Suwanai (Violin/Artistic Director of International Music Festival NIPPON 2026)

Akiko Suwanai was the youngest ever winner of the International Tchaikovsky Competition in 1990. She has
performed with the world’s foremost orchestras, including the Boston Symphony, Philadelphia Orchestra,
Orchestre de Paris, Berlin Philharmonic, and NHK Symphony Orchestra, under the batons of Ozawa, Maazel,
Dutoit, and Sawallisch, just to name a few. She has appeared in numerous international music festivals
including the BBC Proms, Schleswig-Holstein, Lucerne and others. Suwanai was a jury member of the violin
divisions of the Queen Elisabeth International Music Competition of Belgium in 2012 and 2015, the Concours
International Long-Thibaud-Crespin in 2018, and the International Tchaikovsky Competition in 2019. Since
2012, Akiko Suwanai has been Atrtistic Director of the International Music Festival NIPPON, which she plans and
produces. She has released 15 CDs on the Decca label.

Akiko Suwanai studied at Toho Gakuen Music High School and completed the Soloists’ Diploma Course of
Toho Gakuen College of Music. After studying at the Juilliard School and Columbia University on the Artist
Overseas Training program sponsored by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, she received a master’s degree in
Music from the Juilliard School. She also studied at the Universitat der Kiinste Berlin, and in 2021 completed
the doctor of arts program and received the Konzertexamen degree, Germany’s qualification for outstanding
musicians.

Akiko Suwanai performs on the “Charles Reade” Guarneri del Gesu violin ¢1732, on long-term loan from Dr.
Ryuiji Ueno, who has Japanese roots and lives in the United States.




Profile

JouoeqUEIE

Benjamin

Schmid

RYTPIVTaIvh @rau)

1992F H— Ty Ta-aA>T—)VBE, INEERIREY (—> - 74V EELH. O
VRV T4 AT IRFVT VG T AV RIVIARIBIREZRZ A — T AR5 L4
E.60M L EDCDEYY—R FAY - LaA—REEIZEFZE, O+ XENE THE VT
EBTWB WY TN E—YFPINTILRZELZ 2 >AVEREELHET B E R
AVI—IVDBEEEHDD,

Benjamin Schmid (violin)

Winner of the Carl Flesch Competition in 1992. Benjamin Schmid has performed with renowned
orchestras such as the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Seiji Ozawa, the London
Philharmonic Orchestra, Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra, and Concertgebouw
Orchestra. He has released over 60 CDs and received numerous awards including the German
Record Critics’ Award. He is also highly acclaimed for his jazz improvisations. Schmid is a
professor at the Mozarteum University Salzburg. He has served as a jury member for
international competitions including the ARD International Music Competition Munich.
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Mayumi Kanagawa (violin)

Gold medalist of the 2024 George Enescu competition as well as prizewinner of the
Tchaikovsky and Long-Thibaud Crespin competitions, Mayumi is an active soloist, chamber
musician and pedagogue both nationally and internationally. She studied under Kolja Blacher
at Hochschule fiir Musik Hanns Eisler Berlin, and currently performs on the “Wilhelmj” Antonio

Stradivarius violin from 1725, on generous loan from the Sasakawa (formerly Nippon) Music
Foundation.
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Kyoko Yonemoto (violin)
At the age of 13, Kyoko Yonemoto became the youngest-ever prizewinner at the 1997 Paganini
Competition in Italy. She later received numerous prizes, including first prize at the Paganini
Moscow International Competition, third prize at the Long-Thibaud International Competition,
and many other awards. In addition to appearing with major orchestras inside and outside
Japan, Yonemoto has earned high praise as a chamber musician. She is currently a professor
at the Maastricht Conservatorium in the Netherlands. Her CD Ysaye: Complete Sonatas for
Violin received the Excellence Award a recipient of the Agency for Cultural Affairs.
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Tomoko Akasaka (viola)

The 3rd prize at the 53th Munich International music competition.She entered the Diploma
course of the Toho Conservatory which she completed. Tomoko Akasaka studied with Nobuko
Imai at the The Genéve Conservatory of Music, where she then worked alongside her professor
as an assistant.After serving as a visiting professor at Robert Schumann University of Music
and Leipzig University of Music, she is currently a professor at Miinster University of Music.
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Yasuhiro Suzuki (Viola)

Yasuhiro Suzuki is a principal solo violist with the Yomiuri Nippon Symphony Orchestra. Suzuki

has won many prizes, including 1st Prize in the high school division of the Tokyo round of the
47th Student Music Concours of Japan. Suzuki trained at the Karajan Academy in Germany
starting in 2001, and became an associate member of the Berlin Philharmonic. His wide-ranging
activities also include appearances at the Saito Kinen Festival and the Miyazaki International
Music Festival.
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Jens-Peter Maintz (Cello)

Jens-Peter Maintz enjoys an international reputation as a soloist, chamber musician, and
teacher. He studied with David Geringas and won First Prize at the 1994 ARD International
Music Competition. He has appeared with orchestras including the Berlin Radio Symphony,
Stuttgart Radio Symphony, Den Haag Residentie Orkest, and Tokyo Symphony Orchestra,
collaborating with conductors such as Ashkenazy, Blomstedt, Janowski, and Welser-Mést.
Since 2006, he has been principal cello of the Lucerne Festival Orchestra. He is Professor in
Berlin (UdK) and Madrid (Reina Sofia) and plays the “Ex-Feuermann” cello by David Tecchler
(1741).
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Michiaki Ueno (Cello)

As the winner of the 75th Geneva International Music Competition 2021 and Bonn’s Beethoven
Ring Award 2024, Michiaki Ueno has proven to be one of the most promising artists on the
classical music scene. Michiaki performs on a 1730 “Feuermann” Stradivarius, on loan from the
Sasakawa Music Foundation, using a F. Tourte bow on loan from the Sumino Hiroshi Collection.
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Haruma Sato (Cello)
In 2019, he became the first Japanese to win the first prize (violoncello) at the ARD International
Music Competition Munich, and in 2018, he won the first prize and a special prize at the Witold
Lutostawski International Cello Competition. He has performed with Bavarian Radio Symphony

Orchestra and other major orchestras in Japan and abroad, and has received favorable reviews
for his recitals and chamber music.
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AR YA http://www.rei-tsujimoto.com
Rei Tsujimoto (Cello)

Rei Tsujimoto, principal cellist of the NHK Symphony Orchestra, is a premier prix graduate of
Tokyo University of the Arts. He continued his studies at the Sibelius Academy in Finland and
Hochschule der Kiinste Bern in Switzerland. He was awarded second place as well as the
Audience Award at the 72nd Music Competition of Japan. In 2007. In 2009, he was granted third
place at The Gaspar Cassado International Violoncello Competition.
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Kie Ishii (Fiute)
In 2022, she won third prize at the 10th Kobe International Flute Competition. She has also
received second prize at the 88th Japan Music Competition, first prize at the 19th Japan Flute
Convention Competition, the Masao Yoshida Award, and other top prizes at major competitions.
As a soloist, she has appeared with the Monte-Carlo Philharmonic Orchestra, the Tokyo
Philharmonic Orchestra, the Yokohama Sinfonietta, and other ensembles under conductors

Kazuki Yamada and Kosuke Tsunoda, and has also performed frequently as an orchestral
guest artist. She was a scholarship recipient of the Rohm Music Foundation in 2021 and 2022.
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Minsoo Sohn (Piano)

Sohn is a Korean-American pianist known for his musical intelligence and masterful
virtuosity —qualities that have earned him acclaim throughout the United States, Canada and
Korea. His readings of the works of Bach and Beethoven in particular have placed him among
the elect in this repertoire, and the inspired ingenuity of his performances of orchestral
repertoire have earned him many accolades. The Sony Classical released the highly
anticipated nine-album set of “Complete Beethoven Piano Sonatas” in the Fall of 2020. In fall
2023, Sohn joined the piano faculty at New England Conservatory.
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Kosuke Akimoto (Piano)

Kosuke Akimoto was born in 1993 at Hyogo, Japan. He won the 2nd prize at the International
Rosario Marciano Piano Competition in 2010, the Special prize at the International Paderewski
Piano Competition in 2016. And he won the 1st prize at the ARD International Music Competition
Munich in 2018 as the Aoi Trio. Akimoto has released the CD which is including “Rite of Spring”
performing with his teacher Hiroshi Arimori and it got numerous acclaims in the record magazine.
His activity includes solo recital, chamber music, performance with orchestra and community
program in many cities. He got the bachelor and master degree at the Tokyo University of the
Arts and is currently studying at the University of Music and Performing Arts Munich.
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Tomoki Kitamura (Piano)

Tokyo Music Competition started his career when he was 14, which was followed by prizes at
international piano competitions including Hamamatsu, Sydney, Leeds, and Beethoven
(Bonn).He received the Keizo Saji Prize, the most authoritative music prize of this genre. He
received the 75th Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technologies’ Art
Encouragement Prize for New Artists (Category of Music, for the Japanese fiscal year
2024).Currently, he is based in Berlin.
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Tomoki Sakata (Piano)

Tomoki Sakata has won numerous awards including first prize in the Franz Liszt International
Piano Competition in 2016 and fourth prize in the Queen Elisabeth Competition in 2021. He has
performed with such renowned orchestras as the Czech National Symphony, Hungarian
National Philharmonic, Belgian National Orchestra, and NHK Symphony. Sakata has also given
recitals and other performances around the world and has appeared in many international music
festivals.
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Kenji Miura (Piano)

Born in Kobe, Japan in 1993. As the winner of the Grand Prix and three further Special Prizes
and Argerich Arts Foundation Prize at the legendary Long-Thibaud Competition 2019 where
Martha Argerich served as President of the jury. In 2011 University of Arts in berlin accepted him
as a student, whereupon he decided to continue his studies under the guidance of Klaus Hellwig
in Berlin. Warner Classics Japan released the first album “Identity” in 2022, and the second
album “Heimat” in 2026.
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Aoi Trio Kosuke Akimoto (Piano) / Kyoko Ogawa (Violin) / Yu Ito (Cello)
Aoi Trio won first prize in the 67th ARD International Music Competition Munich. Their performances of rarely presented

works and music by Japanese composers have attracted a great deal of attention. The trio has appeared in recitals in
Japan and Europe, and has also performed with orchestras. Aoi Trio has released nine recordings to date.

©Kosuke Atsumi
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Regulus Qllal‘tet Mio Yoshie (Violin) / Taiga Tojo (Violin) / Shu Yamamoto (Viola) / Yusuke Yabe (Cello)
Formed in 2020. Members are graduates of Toho Gakuen School of Music and Tokyo University of the Arts. They
received the 43rd Kirishima International Music Festival Award and the Tsutsumi Tsuyoshi Music Director Award. They
have studied under Koichiro Harada, Kikuei Ikeda, Kazuhide Isomura, Hakuro Mouri, Tsuyoshi Tsutsumi, Shigeo Neriki,
Wakako Hanada, Sadao Harada, Nobuko Yamazaki, and Verus String Quartet.
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International Music Festival NIPPON Festival Orchestra

28118(K-#)17:00 EEHKREHADVR—IV KFE—V

February 11 Wed. 17:00 Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall, Main Hall

EWNEIOVzIF Akiko Plays MODERN with Friends ~HER Dk
Chamber Music Project: Akiko Plays MODERN with Friends

2A26H(4)19:00 BEALELEADWE—IV INK—IV

February 26 Thu. 19:00 Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall, Small Hall

EREFOP 7 Akiko Plays CLASSIC with Friends ~FRERDfik
Chamber Music Project: Akiko Plays CLASSIC with Friends

2A28H(1)14:00 RS LELEADWE—IV KKE—IV

February 28 Sat. 14:00 Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall, Main Hall
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Fauré Complete Chamber Music Marathon Concert
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March 1 Sun. Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall, Main Hall
[Part 1] 11:00 [Part 2] 14:00 [Part 3] 16:00 [Part 4] 19:00

BDEATRI—IFR(T7 A FYEFT) (FOEPFI)
Public Master Class (Violin/Cello)

3A2H(B) WERAREHADVEF—IV

March 2 Mon. Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall

3A3H(K) HWEREALEHDVER—IV
March 3 Tue. Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall
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International Music Festival NIPPON Festival Orchestra

2A10H(X)19:00 FRiBhH=E%H KFx—v

February 10 Tue. 19:00 Tokai City Arts Theatre, Main Hall

ERRFOTzIF Akiko Plays CLASSIC & MODERN with Friends ~HERDfik
Chamber Music Project: Akiko Plays CLASSIC & MODERN with Friends

2A25H (k) 19:00 FRighH=TEl%H KFx—v

February 25 Wed. 19:00 Tokai City Arts Theatre, Main Hall
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Museum Concert
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February 23 Mon. 19:00 Toyota Commemorative Museum of Industry and Technology, Entrance Lobby
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Akiko Suwanai & Friends in Kuji

2A21H(£)14:00 AEH XL RBE(P /N—F—IV) KF—Iv
February 21 Sat. 14:00 Kuji City Cultural Center “Amber Hall”, Main Hall
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Akiko Suwanai & Friends in Ishinomaki

2H22H(A)14:00 RVFYEEH—LTFSA(BETRALHER) KF—W
February 22 Sun. 14:00 Maruhon Makiart Terrace (Ishinomaki City Cultural Complex), Main Hall

Ty F—y BRREEFML R RETEERER(EBHTRRE)  AETHERES(RBLE)/
REH/ AETHERAR /VWLOEE- HDVWIYT(Y a3V (RERH)

St [R] MRS EADVWKR—V(ABMEIEA BIEDRIULREME) (2] P EHEECBCTLE
[(EFIEFREM /EFHATLE  [BHITIHRMIL/ tbeRALBEX

BRIB KAV EBHANE KGR /A — AT KB A -7 X7 —FLRR / BEHEE AL BEXLR

wiBE: 2 SEEEME TOYOTA 7 2@&Esm  AISIN

BH: r RS EERMTEE(BEENR) / MR)EMiES(BREAE) /2= =) 2a—Ivs
BEEIE: Dv 87—y

PS5 B S = <A s Lo
TR SLEE BHIER MAED A F—RFUT AL T A —TL
PEY TN T—

RRIAUN Do R T—Y 05y 0 ZER(AHENE) ‘



FIashEkRE1

2TOAD, ZUBHICBETE 2Rz, BELTHIEAD,
HI5ICEIIT. ZABHEMEDVWTRTVET,
FrcBIE LN ZNZTNOTREICTF v LYY TEBZHRDIDZBELTWET,

TOYOTA

www.aisin.com/jp #HRBETAIY.
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